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“ACHIEVEMENT TESTS DO NOT ADEQUATELY CAPTURE CHARACTER
SKILLS SUCH AS … CURIOSITY, WHICH ARE VALUED IN THE LABOR
MARKET, IN SCHOOL, AND IN MANY OTHER DOMAINS. UNTIL
RECENTLY THESE SKILLS HAVE LARGELY BEEN IGNORED. HOWEVER, IN
RECENT RESEARCH ECONOMISTS AND PSYCHOLOGISTS HAVE
CONSTRUCTED MEASURES OF THESE SKILLS AND PROVIDE EVIDENCE
THAT THEY … PREDICT MEANINGFUL LIFE OUTCOMES. 
THESES SKILLS ARE NOT SET IN STONE AT BIRTH. THEY CAN BE
IMPROVED. COGNITIVE AND CHARACTER SKILLS CHANGE WITH AGE
AND WITH INSTRUCTION.... IMPORTANTLY, CHARACTER SKILLS ARE
MORE MALLEABLE AT LATER AGES.” 

(HECKMAN & KAUTZ, 2013, P. 3-4)
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“LEARNING RESULTS FROM WHAT THE STUDENT DOES 
AND THINKS AND ONLY FROM WHAT THE STUDENT 
DOES AND THINKS. 

THE TEACHER CAN ADVANCE LEARNING ONLY BY 
INFLUENCING WHAT THE STUDENT DOES TO LEARN.”

(H. SIMON QUOTED IN AMBROSE ET AL, 2010)



PRACTICING CURIOSITY
ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO BE (AND VALUE BEING) CURIOUS

MAKE CURIOSITY LOW-STAKES

PROVIDE FEEDBACK ABOUT AND GUIDANCE ON CURIOSITY

PROMPT STUDENTS TO REFLECT ON THEIR OWN CURIOSITY
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TEACHING AS A SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY

1.ASKING QUESTIONS ABOUT STUDENT LEARNING

2.BUILDING ON WHAT IS KNOWN

3.COLLECTING AND ANALYZING EVIDENCE

4.USING AND SHARING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED

(FELTEN, 2013)



GOAL = DEVELOP BOTH 
SCHOLARLY AND PERSONAL 
CURIOSITY

Are students 
becoming more 

curious?

Teach & assess 
informed by 

scholarship on 
curiosity

Use class activities to practice 
and document curiosity

Analyze evidence 
with students, revise 

future course
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YOUR GOAL =
Your question 
about student 

curiosity

Teach & assess 
informed by 

scholarship on 
curiosity

Use class activities to practice 
and document curiosity

Analyze evidence 
with students, revise 

future course
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