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Small Steps to 
Connect with Your Professor

 Here are some basic strategies to begin building a relation-

ship with any professor:

Read the syllabus, which explains course content and procedures 

like homework and grading. If you still have questions about the 

course  aft er  you’ve read the syllabus, ask the professor. Start your 

email or comment to them with something like “Would you please 

help me understand this part of the syllabus?” or “I have a question 

that I  didn’t see answered in the syllabus.”

Be ready to participate and be engaged in  every class. Do the 

reading and the homework. Ask a question or join in classroom 

discussion, and use technology (your phone, a laptop) only for 

educational activities in class— and as described in the syllabus. 

And come to class! If you absolutely must arrive late or be absent, 

email your professor lett ing them know and asking what you need 

to do to make up any work that you miss.

Communicate with your professor if you are having diffi  culty with 

(or are excited about) the course material or if you  will be late with 

an assignment. Sometimes professors are willing to provide a 

deadline extension if you communicate with them in advance. Do 

not “ghost” your professor, leaving them wondering why you have 

missed class or not submitt ed assignments. Let them know what is 

happening with you, and oft entimes you  will fi nd that moment can 

become an impor tant point of connection for the two of you.
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