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SECTION 1

BEGINNING A SOTL-CENTRIC CAREER

The five chapters in this section speak to students and early-career 
faculty who are interested in pursuing a SoTL-centric career. 
Written by a mix of new and experienced SoTL scholars from 
a range of disciplines, the chapters in this section consist of both 
reflective essays grounded in literature and empirical findings from a 
survey of research administrators. They include a strategic approach 
to beginning a career in SoTL, thoughtful reflections on the decision 
to pursue such a career, the role of journal clubs in this pursuit, and 
a cautionary tale about such pursuits in research-intensive contexts.

In the reflective essay “Becoming a Teaching and Learning 
Scholar by Design: Strategies for Scaffolding a SoTL Career Trajec-
tory,” Lorelli Nowell draws upon her own experience as well as 
the literature to describe seven strategies aimed at building a SoTL 
research career. Starting with practicing SoTL, she describes using 
SoTL to make a difference, for example, by using it to inform 
curricula. She also describes how to be strategic in one’s SoTL 
agenda by aligning with institutional and disciplinary priorities, as 
well as by scaffolding research funding. All strategies are illustrated 
with examples from her own practice. Taken together, the strategies 
provide an “inclusive roadmap” to inspire new scholars’ next and 
future steps in a SoTL journey. 

In contrast, Sophia Abbot’s “SoTL Citizen: Home and Exile in 
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning” describes what a journey 
can look like when SoTL is begun as an undergraduate student. Her 
unique personal and academic journeys have led her to develop a 
rare identity as a “SoTL citizen,” yet at the same time she has had 
to push past “repeated questions and gatekeeping” as a student and 
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young scholar. She encourages the reader to push boundaries as 
well, to keep the field open and ultimately to create radical change 
in higher education.

Next, Corinne Green’s “The Braided Threads of Learning, 
Changing, and Becoming: Reflections on My SoTL Adventures (So 
Far)” presents an analysis of her own becoming through the lens of 
Anna Stetsenko’s transformative activist stance. Using the metaphor 
of a braid, this reflective essay describes how she has learned about 
SoTL, transformed her identity to a SoTL advocate and enabler, 
and is becoming both a SoTL scholar and an academic developer. 
While she describes her journey so far as “planned serendipity,” 
she also describes being intentional in the next steps of her SoTL 
journey. She considers how the writing of her chapter has helped 
her clarify her own intentions and how it may help others be more 
strategic and intentional in their own SoTL choices.

In chapter 5, we shift focus to strategies for learning about and 
starting to conduct SoTL. One key way is through journal clubs. 
Celeste Suart, Michelle Ogrodnik, and Megan Suttie’s “Learn-
ing the Landscape: Using Journal Clubs to Introduce Graduate 
Students and Early-Career Researchers to SoTL” provides many 
recommendations for finding, participating in, or even creating a 
journal club. In addition to learning about SoTL, journal clubs can 
provide a supportive community and a multidisciplinary space for 
cross-fertilization of ideas, ultimately making the field “a little less 
intimidating.”

Finally, Paula Baron and Silvia McCormack’s “Planning a SoTL 
Research Career: A Cautionary Tale from Australia” presents the 
results from a qualitative survey of research administrators across 
Australia about their perceptions of SoTL. Their findings show 
that when evaluated against traditional research metrics, such as 
amount of funding and impact beyond the university, much SoTL 
can be perceived negatively. Those seeking a SoTL career should, 
of course, be aware of these challenges. However, their study also 
generated useful advice from research administrators who see SoTL 
as a “vital and emerging area of inquiry.” 
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The chapters in this section are diverse in their focus, context, 
and genre but share a common goal of helping new scholars in 
their journey into SoTL. They offer valuable insights not only to 
students and new SoTL scholars but also to those who guide or 
mentor them. The chapters demonstrate multiple avenues through 
which one might get started, providing both practical advice and 
inspiring stories. For example, three chapters are forward-look-
ing and offer practical and intentional strategies for developing a 
SoTL-centric career, illustrating ways to learn and do SoTL and 
to address the issue of SoTL credibility. This section also illustrates 
ways to surface important parts of one’s identity; two chapters reflect 
on and theorize the authors’ recent pasts, illustrating what it looks 
like to be on the cusp of the next phase in their identity journey.
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