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SECTION 4

BECOMING A SOTL SCHOLAR

The final section of Becoming a SoTL Scholar focuses on the never-
ending processes of identity exploration and boundary crossing in 
SoTL. Both chapters are written by groups of experienced SoTL 
scholars who’ve also worked and written together for years. Each 
chapter reminds readers that, even when they are accustomed to 
“being a SoTL scholar,” they’re still becoming in many ways. The 
first chapter features six SoTL scholars who describe their ongoing 
scholarship as “working against the grain” of their institutions, 
and the next chronicles three long-time SoTL colleagues of varied 
disciplinary backgrounds who were surprised to still encounter 
difficulties, miscommunications, and misunderstandings when 
writing together on their latest project. 

In the opening chapter in this section and the penultimate chap-
ter of the book, “The Importance of Autonomy and Community 
for SoTL Engagement,” Andrea Webb, Barbara Kensington-Miller, 
Ann Gansemer-Topf, Heather Lewis, Geneviève Maheux-Pelletier, 
and Analise Hofmann explore SoTL identity development among 
the members of their long-term, international SoTL writing group. 
Using the methodology of narrative inquiry, they examine their 
different roles as “third space professionals” and the dispositions, 
transitions, and tensions they have experienced as SoTL scholars 
and as collaborators. 

Finally, in the reflective essay entitled “Navigating Boundary 
Experiences in SoTL: Pinch Points, Paradigms, and Perspectives,” 
Janice Miller-Young, Michelle Yeo, and Karen Manarin share 
some of the challenges they experienced working together on an 
interdisciplinary SoTL research methods book. Despite years of 
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collaborating with each other, they characterize the definitional 
work of writing the book as a “boundary experience,” an extended 
period of deep engagement, negotiation, and even compromise 
with each other, requiring open-mindedness, trust, and a shared 
vision for success.

Ultimately, this final section reinforces the previous chapters’ 
revelations that embracing openness, challenging the status quo, 
tolerating ambiguity, practicing empathy, engaging intellectually, 
and continually evolving one’s identity are all essential qualities 
for being a SoTL scholar, regardless of where one stands in their 
career trajectory. Collectively, the authors in this book demonstrate 
the dynamic nature of identity, an ongoing process informed by 
extended exposure to a variety of influences, followed by deliber-
ate reflection. The groups of authors of this section emphasize this 
by chronicling their enduring collaborations with colleagues with 
whom they have close and trusting relationships—relationships that 
are qualitatively different than those described in section 3. These 
collaborative relationships keep these scholars in a perpetual state 
of becoming, learning, and self-examination as individuals and as 
groups. For them, identity change has become the norm rather than 
a liminal state, even though this occasionally still surprises them. 


	_heading=h.1ci93xb
	_heading=h.3whwml4
	_heading=h.2bn6wsx
	_heading=h.qsh70q
	_heading=h.1pxezwc
	_heading=h.49x2ik5
	_heading=h.2p2csry
	_heading=h.147n2zr
	_heading=h.3o7alnk
	_heading=h.23ckvvd
	_heading=h.ihv636
	_heading=h.32hioqz
	_heading=h.1hmsyys
	_heading=h.41mghml
	_heading=h.2grqrue
	_heading=h.vx1227
	_heading=h.3fwokq0
	_heading=h.1v1yuxt
	_heading=h.4f1mdlm
	_heading=h.2u6wntf
	_heading=h.19c6y18
	_heading=h.28h4qwu
	_heading=h.37m2jsg
	_heading=h.1mrcu09
	_heading=h.46r0co2
	_heading=h.2lwamvv
	_heading=h.111kx3o
	_heading=h.3l18frh
	_heading=h.206ipza
	_heading=h.4k668n3
	_heading=h.2zbgiuw
	_heading=h.1egqt2p
	_heading=h.3ygebqi
	_heading=h.2dlolyb
	_heading=h.sqyw64
	_heading=h.3cqmetx
	_heading=h.1rvwp1q
	_heading=h.4bvk7pj
	_heading=h.1664s55
	_heading=h.mev2d7esfzn9
	_heading=h.25b2l0r
	_heading=h.kgcv8k
	_heading=h.34g0dwd
	_heading=h.1jlao46
	_heading=h.43ky6rz
	_heading=h.2iq8gzs
	_heading=h.xvir7l
	_heading=h.3hv69ve
	_heading=h.1x0gk37
	_heading=h.4h042r0
	_heading=h.2w5ecyt
	_heading=h.1baon6m
	_heading=h.3vac5uf
	_heading=h.2afmg28
	_heading=h.7lgwdzff49sl
	_heading=h.lf9k3w8ffslt
	_heading=h.7avp0df4r8l9
	_heading=h.43ohorein0hs
	_heading=h.s0q1yryxtts2
	_heading=h.9uug1me3gcjl
	_heading=h.ig9ug8iububj
	_heading=h.i41kjz5ijptm
	_heading=h.2fk6b3p
	_heading=h.3ep43zb
	_heading=h.1tuee74
	_heading=h.4du1wux
	_heading=h.2szc72q
	_heading=h.184mhaj
	_heading=h.3s49zyc
	_heading=h.279ka65
	_heading=h.meukdy
	_heading=h.36ei31r
	_heading=h.1ljsd9k
	_heading=h.45jfvxd
	_heading=h.2koq656
	_heading=h.zu0gcz
	_heading=h.3jtnz0s
	_heading=h.1yyy98l
	_heading=h.4iylrwe
	_heading=h.2y3w247
	_heading=h.1d96cc0
	_heading=h.3x8tuzt
	_heading=h.2ce457m
	_heading=h.rjefff
	_heading=h.3bj1y38
	_heading=h.1qoc8b1
	_heading=h.4anzqyu
	_heading=h.2pta16n
	_heading=h.14ykbeg
	_heading=h.3oy7u29
	_heading=h.243i4a2
	_heading=h.338fx5o
	_heading=h.42ddq1a
	_heading=h.2hio093
	_heading=h.fkji4fqnpxxc
	_heading=h.rkg676bk8yc1
	_heading=h.1fob9te
	_heading=h.3znysh7
	_heading=h.2et92p0
	_heading=h.tyjcwt
	_heading=h.3dy6vkm
	_heading=h.1t3h5sf
	_heading=h.4d34og8
	_heading=h.2s8eyo1
	_heading=h.17dp8vu
	_heading=h.3rdcrjn
	_heading=h.26in1rg
	_heading=h.lnxbz9
	_heading=h.35nkun2
	_heading=h.1ksv4uv
	_heading=h.44sinio
	_heading=h.2jxsxqh
	_heading=h.z337ya
	_heading=h.3j2qqm3
	_heading=h.1y810tw
	_heading=h.4i7ojhp
	_heading=h.2xcytpi
	_heading=h.ymfzma
	_heading=h.3im3ia3
	_heading=h.1xrdshw
	_heading=h.2wwbldi
	_heading=h.1c1lvlb
	_heading=h.3w19e94
	_heading=h.2b6jogx
	_heading=h.qbtyoq
	_heading=h.3abhhcj
	_heading=h.1pgrrkc
	_heading=h.49gfa85
	_heading=h.2olpkfy
	_heading=h.13qzunr
	_heading=h.3nqndbk
	_heading=h.22vxnjd
	_heading=h.i17xr6
	_heading=h.415t9al
	_heading=h.2gb3jie
	_heading=h.vgdtq7
	_heading=h.3fg1ce0
	_heading=h.1ulbmlt
	_heading=h.4ekz59m
	_heading=h.2tq9fhf
	_heading=h.18vjpp8
	_heading=h.3sv78d1
	_heading=h.280hiku
	_heading=h.n5rssn
	_heading=h.375fbgg
	_heading=h.1maplo9
	_heading=h.46ad4c2
	_heading=h.2lfnejv
	_heading=h.10kxoro
	_heading=h.3kkl7fh
	_heading=h.1zpvhna
	_heading=h.1e03kqp
	_heading=h.3xzr3ei
	_heading=h.2d51dmb
	_heading=h.sabnu4
	_heading=h.3c9z6hx
	_heading=h.1rf9gpq
	_heading=h.4bewzdj
	_heading=h.2qk79lc
	_heading=h.15phjt5
	_heading=h.9j0a8mm0k93g
	_heading=h.ns4271m7gjqo
	_heading=h.95vav2ws96b6
	Chapter 1
	Developing Sustained 
SoTL Journeys and Identities
	Janice Miller-Young, University of Alberta, Canada
	Nancy L. Chick, Rollins College, US
	Section 1


	Beginning a SoTL-Centric Career
	Chapter 2

	Becoming a Teaching and 
Learning Scholar by Design
	Strategies for Scaffolding a SoTL Career Trajectory
	Lorelli Nowell, University of Calgary, Canada
	Chapter 3


	SoTL Citizen
	A Memoir of Home and Exile in the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
	Sophia Abbot, George Mason University, US
	Chapter 4


	The Braided Threads of 
Learning, Changing, and Becoming
	Reflections on My SoTL Adventures (So Far)
	Corinne A. Green, University of South Australia, Australia
	Chapter 5


	Learning the Landscape
	Using Journal Clubs to Introduce Graduate Students and Early-Career Researchers to SoTL
	Celeste Suart, National Ataxia Foundation, US
	Michelle Ogrodnik, University of Waterloo, Canada
	Megan Suttie
	Chapter 6


	Planning a SoTL Research Career
	A Cautionary Tale from Australia
	Paula Baron, La Trobe University, Australia
	Silvia McCormack, La Trobe University, Australia
	Section 2


	Shifting Focus toward a 
SoTL Research Agenda
	Chapter 7

	Guiding Principles for STEM Faculty Interested in SoTL
	Matthew A. Fisher, Saint Vincent College, US
	Chapter 8


	Engaging with Nuance
	Authentic SoTL Engagement for 
Scholars in the Humanities
	Nancy L. Chick, Rollins College, US
	Chapter 9


	From Industry to SoTL
	Making the Case for Taking the Leap
	Heidi L. Marsh
	Eileen De Courcy, George Brown College, Canada
	Chapter 10


	It Wasn’t What I Came for 
But I’m Sure Glad I Stayed
	From Writing Studies to SoTL
	Kristin Winet, University of Arizona, US
	Chapter 11


	Reaching Across the Disciplines to Build a Grassroots SoTL Community
	Bruce Gillespie, Michelle Goodridge, and Shirley Hall 
Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada
	Section 3


	Sustaining SoTL Engagement
	Chapter 12

	You’re Here! Now What? 
A Taxonomical Pathway for Sustained SoTL Research Engagement
	Jeffrey W. Paul, Jillian Seniuk Cicek, and Renato B. Rodrigues
	Chapter 13

	Complex Journeys and Theory 
as Scaffolding
	An Illustrated Guide to the SoTLscape
	Janice Miller-Young, University of Alberta, Canada
	Chapter 14


	SoTL Mentoring for 
the Mind and the Heart
	Brett McCollum, Thompson Rivers University Canada
	Chapter 15


	Cultivating International Collaborations towards 
Sustained SoTL Engagement
	Michelle J. Eady, University of Wollongong, Australia
	Section 4


	Becoming a SoTL Scholar
	Chapter 16

	The Importance of Autonomy and Community for SoTL Engagement
	How Six Scholars Embraced Change to Assert 
Their SoTL Values and Identity
	Andrea Webb, University of British Columbia, Canada
	Barbara Kensington-Miller, University of Auckland, Australia
	Ann M. Gansemer-Topf, Iowa State University, US
	Heather Lewis, Pratt Institute, US
Geneviève Maheux-Pelletier
	Analise Hofmann, University of British Columbia, Canada
	Chapter 17


	Navigating Boundary 
Experiences in SoTL
	 Pinch Points, Paradigms, and Perspectives
	Janice Miller-Young, University of Alberta, Canada
	Michelle Yeo, Mount Royal University, Canada
	Karen Manarin, Mount Royal University, Canada
	Chapter 18


	Learning from 
Each Other’s Journeys
	Editors’ Epilogue
	Nancy L. Chick, Rollins College, US
	Janice Miller-Young, University of Alberta, Canada
	Index





